
 

 
Special Education Advisory Committee 

MEETING MINUTES 
April 15, 2025, District Office High Plains Room 

 

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 
Amy Beau, Kendall Burr, Amy Cady, Allison Confer, April Eagan, Hannah Dickerson, Lauren Gore 
Michelle Henry, Ashleigh Hipp, Heather Jenkins, Jamie Katz, Michele Kelly, Kristen Leaming, Hope 
Lind, Mari McGraw, Jim McMullen, Katie Meierhenry, Shannon Mills, Jennifer Nowak, Cris Payne, 
Jennie Perdieu, Mark Schmidt, Erika Sheets, Susan Taylor, Megan Thompson, Lora Walker, Kathy 
Weldon (clerk) 
 
WELCOME - AMIE BYBEE AND JEN CRABLE 
 
SUPERINTENDENT SEARCH UPDATE - JIM MCMULLEN 

● Update on the search process. 
● Introduction and overview of Dr. Gillian Chapman as the incoming superintendent. 

 
LEGISLATIVE UPDATES - DR. MARK SCHMIDT 

● Shared impact of the immediate end of the COVID-related Education Stabilization 
Fund liquidation period. 

● Requirement for new Structured Literacy training for general and special education 
teachers. 

● Recap of the 2025 Kansas Legislative session: 
● $10 million increase in Special Education funding. 
● Cut in funding for FY26 in PD and mentoring programs. 
● New allocations mandated within KSDE’s budget (e.g., VR career exploration, 

AEDs, etc.). 
● All signed into law by Governor Kelly. 

 
DISTRICT UPDATES - DR. MARK SCHMIDT & JENNIE PERDIEU 
Center-Based Classrooms (New for 2025–26): 

● AGE – NAV 
● SRE – Intensive Resource 
● HMS – LIFT 

BVW – LIFT (4th classroom, pending 2026–27 move) 

 



Transition Planning – Jennie Perdieu 
● Early Childhood to Elementary: 

○ Starts in October, ends in May. 
○ High collaboration and family touch points throughout the year. 

 
● Elementary to Middle School: 

○ Involves case managers, specialized transition plans, observations, and 
family meetings. 
 

● Middle to High School: 
○ Early discussions, teacher collaboration, IEP support, school visits. 

 
● High School to 18–21 Program: 

○ Meetings begin during senior IEPs. 
○ Site visits, job placement planning, CLEAR class scheduling. 

 
 

OPEN FORUM 
● Opportunity for parents and attendees to share feedback and ask questions. 
● Discussions included transition best practices and future community resources. 

 
SEAC COMMITTEE UPDATES 

● Special Needs Resource Fair – Heather Jenkins 
○ Recap and feedback from the Resource Fair event. 

● Ability Showcase – April Eagan 
○ April 28, 2025, 7:00 pm at  Blue Valley High 

 

NEXT MEETING 
Tuesday, September 16, 2025, District Office High Plains Room 
 

The meeting adjourned at 1:00 pm. 
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